(Coartred from page 66)

tense. | will never try it again. There are
thaose who vold me tha if | came here to
Mexico City | wouldn't feel the pedals. |
assure yois, | could feel the pedals! Never-
theless, | don't regret this choice. | don’t
think [ could ever improve on this record.
Yet | am convinced that one day my rec-
ord will be beaten. That is the law of the

spore.”

)

Total weight: 12 Ibs, 1% 00

Frama: Columbus special iscord tubandg,

spacialy cut pressed-stesl lugs and Cam-

pagraly forged dropouts, drilled  chain-

stays, mimved BE shell; semi-sioping

prassad-steel fork crown wiih round-Sec-

ton biades: custom alumsum hasdsal

Rims: Farreme Ergal, dnlled ﬂ-ll.dl'ﬂ giEtace
e stesl, butted 1516,

ratinl Frond, cross Béd redr

Hubs: Campagrals Recced small flange,

dust caps removed, holow acies with

gownsipad nuis

Tires: Cament Seta Fista

Grank: Campagnolo Ascord (Mexco pro-

tatypal, 175 mm milled and polished

wms, 5 Aecord chainnng waith cul-ou

{ORIGINS

He reflecred further and then won-
dered if possibly he could have done ber-
ter if ke hadn't started so quickly. If he
emtertained such thoughts seriously it
wasn't for long. Mercks never attempted
the hour again,

In 1984, Francesso Moser added over a
kilometer to Eddy's distance. While
Moser's performance had grear athletic
merit, it wag also ascisted by major ad-
vances in streamlining. Mercks felr that
the record had been devalued, vhar per-
sonal fimess had not been the sole orite-
rion for 4 new record, Afrer all, he had

heaten Mager in every tme trial in which
they had mei. His disgust was obvious
when he said, “For the frst time in the
history of the howr record, 4 weaker man
has beaten a stronger man,”

The technical side of the sport can be
controlled but not stopped. The search
for more speed will continue by every
means. Bot Eddf'! recond stands a5 the
apotheosis of human effort on a bike. We
may never again be able o judge o nder’s
ahilsty as we did thar of Eddy Merckx
1972, We knew we had seen the finest cy-
clist in his Rnest hour. O

wisibirg, custom titanium spirdle

Roar cog: 14 toath, alloy

Chaln: Aagina Record, custom dnlled,
742 inside width {road dimansion| i
Saddle: Seile Aoyal Eddy Manci
Sewtpost: Carmpagnodo Aecord 27 2 x 180
mimy, drillad badow insanion info seal tubs
Padels; Compagriolo Recond 5L Sirada
with cut-down cages and tlanim  Spen-
diea, Christaphe sieel dips. Binda siraps
Handlshars: Crelli Campiare del mondo,
64 drop. 40-cm wade, diilied alang trailing
adge; eugtom Pina Marmon| fMarsum sbem,
136 em exiension, engraved with “Pipo®
and “To Mr. Pedvalls™ [“Me. Crankarm,*
Mdomroni’s reckname for Manck)

The Aerckx fow record bike was ois-
piayed rhroughour 1850 & I Veccho, 140
Lakmekie Ave, Seantis, WA 58122 Thanks
1 W Veeeko's propaend Gaorpe Gibbs for
makwng these photographs possible and
far his pEchnical B2sistanca. Thamks #50 1o
Marcks's UL imponer, Geogne Andvetia
of Gita Sportng Googs, Lid, for amanging
| the laan of the ke




